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DON'T  KILL  THE  FOREST  GOOSE 

1  U  U  remember  the  story  about  killing  the  goose  that 
laid  the  golden  eggs?  Well,  let's  consider  it  in  terms  of 
our  forests. 

Forests  are  wealth.  And  dollars,  or  "golden  eggs,"  roll 
from  them. 

More  than  a  million  American  workers  and  their  fam- 
ilies make  their  living  directly  from  the  forests.  And  the 
forests  contribute  in  one  way  or  another  to  the  income 
and  the  comfort  of  millions  more — farmers,  businessmen, 
shipbuilders,  railroad  workers,  boat  makers,  and  baseball 
players. 

It  would  be  a  serious  thing  for  all  of  us  if  anything 
happened  to  the  American  forests. 

Well,  right  now,  American  forests  are  in  a  bad  way. 

We're  not  doing  a  good-enough  job  of  growing  trees. 
We're  not  always  planning  for  the  future  in  our  cutting; 
and  fire  and  disease  are  taking  a  dreadful  toll. 

We've  let  our  forests  run  down  so  badly  that  we're  going 
to  have  trouble  getting  enough  wood  of  the  right  sort,  one 
of  these  days. 

But  the  situation  is  not  hopeless — yet.  With  proper 
management  and  protection  we  can  eventually  restore  our 
forest  "goose"  and  thereafter  keep  it  laying  plenty  of 
"golden  eggs" — yielding  timber  products  in  abundance — 
forever. 

RUT 

U  U  1     it's  a  big  job — and  a  job  for  everybody. 

Here's  the  story  on  our  forests — where  we  are — how  we 
got  this  way — and  what  we  can  do  about  it. 


fi 


UNL"lHlnU  of  this  whole 

country  —  about    630    million 
acres — is   forest  land. 

That  sounds  like  a  lot.  That  is  a 
lot.  But  the  important  thing  is: 
What's  growing  on  it? 

More  than  168  million  of  those 
acres  are  in  rough  mountain,  semi- 
desert,  or  other  types  of  land  that 
just  aren't  suitable  for  growing 
commercial  timber. 

So  that  cuts  us  down  to  a  little  over  461  million  acres — the  so-called  com- 
mercial forest  area. 

Well,  461  million  acres  is  larger  than  the  total  area  of  any  European 
country  except  Russia.  It's  bigger  than  all  of  Texas,  New  England,  and 
New  York  put  together. 

We  ought  to  be  sure  that  we're  making  good  use  of  this  huge  area.  We 
ought  to  be  sure  that  it  contributes  its  share  to  our  national  welfare  and 
to  desirable  standards  of  living  in  America. 

But  most  of  the  461  million  acres  are  now  growing  only  a  fraction  of 
the  timber  they  should.  A  lot  of  them  aren't  producing  much  of  anything 
because  destructive  cutting  and  fire  have  made  them  largely  waste  land. 
On  a  lot  of  them  taxes  haven't  been  paid  for  years. 

All  told,  our  forest  land  is  growing  only  about  half  as  much  timber  as  it 
should.    The  "goose"  isn't  so  healthy. 


WE'RE  NOT  GROWING  WOOD  AS  FAST 
AS  WE'RE  USING  IT 

In  1943,  the  timber  cut  and  destroyed  by  fire,  insects,  and  disease  was  esti- 
mated at  50  percent  more  than  the  total  growth.  That,  in  effect,  means  that 
for  every  3  logs  that  disappear  from  the  woods,  only  2  are  growing  up  as 
replacement. 

And  the  trees  that  come  down  are  usually  bigger  and  better  than  those  that 
are  growing  up. 

You  can't  get  very  far  that  way. 

And  that  isn't  all,  either. 

Take  saw  timber,  for  instance.     It  consists  of  the  largest  trees. 

In  1909,  it  was  estimated  that  2,826  billion  board  feet  of  saw  timber  was 
standing  in  the  forests.  In  1938,  there  was  1,768  billion  board  feet;  a  de- 
crease of  almost  40  percent.  And  in  1938  the  foresters  listed  as  saw  timber 
a  lot  of  wood  they  wouldn't  have  considered  in  1909. 

What  does  this  steady  decline  in  timber  supplies  mean? 

It  means  that  a  lot  of  towns  throughout  the  country  that  were  built  around 
lumber  mills  were  hard  hit  when  the  nearby  timber  gave  out.  Some  once 
prosperous  communities  have  been  wiped  out  completely. 


635470"— 45 


"WELL," 


you  may  say,  "how  about  this  tree  planting  we  hear  so  much 
about?     Isn't  that  doing  any  good? 

Sure  it  is.  We  need  to  plant  trees  to  restore  forests  that  have  been  laid 
waste.  But  the  most  important  thing  is  to  be  sure  that  the  forests  we  still 
have  are  kept  naturally  productive  so  they  won't  have  to  be  built  up  again 
by  planting. 

"Well,"  you  may  add  hopefully,  "maybe  we  won't  need  so  much  wood 
in  the  post-war  world." 

That's  just  it.  It  looks  as  though  we'll  need  more  than  we  ever  did. 
Homes  will  be  built  even  faster  than  before.  And  there  will  be  a  lot  of 
repairs  and  reconstruction  work  piled  up. 

But  in  addition,  they're  making  plastics  and  rayon  and  industrial  alco- 
hol and  sausage  casings  and  photographic  film  out  of  wood. 

And  nobody  can  guess  what  else  they'll  think  up.  Wood  is  a  great  raw 
material  for  thousands  of  uses. 

The  Forest  Service  figures  that  long-range  future  markets  for  wood  will  be 
more  than  20  billion  cubic  feet  a  year.  That's  almost  twice  what  we're 
growing  each  year  now. 

This  means  that  to  meet  estimated  future  needs  the  Nation's  present  an- 
nual timber  growth  will  have  to  be  practically  doubled. 

It's  a  big  job  to  double  our  annual  timber  growth — and  it  can't  be  done 
overnight.     It  will  require  decades  of  patient  rebuilding. 
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you  may  say,  "I  am  convinced. 
Wood  is  a  fine  thing.  Hooray  for  wood!  And 
just  to  show  my  heart's  in  the  right  place,  I'll 
join  your  forest  fire-prevention  campaign." 

Well,  I'm  glad  to  hear  that.     But  who  said  any- 
thing about  forest  fires? 

"Oh,  isn't  that  what  this  pamphlet  is  about?" 

Fires  are  only  a  small  part  of  the  picture. 

"That's  funny,  just  the  other  day  I  was  reading 
that  if  we  could  stop  forest  fires  all  our  forest  troubles  might  be  over." 

NO,  SIR.     Protection  against  fires  is  important — extremely  important. 
But  the  way  things  are  going  right  now.  .  .  . 

IF  there  were  absolutely  no  loss  from  fire,  and 

IF  there  were  no  loss  from  insects  or  disease,  to  boot, 


WE'D  STILL  BE  DRAINING  MORE  TIMBER 
FROM  OUR  FORESTS  THAN  IS  BEING  PUT 
BACK! 


Premature  cutting  of  young  trees  can  be  even  more  of  a  danger  to  our 
forests  than  fires. 

"Well,  just  how  much  do  we  cut  out  of  our  forests  every  year?" 

In  1943,  we  cut,  burned,  or  lost  about  16  billion  cubic  feet  of  wood. 

"Say  it  so  I  know  what  you're  talking  about." 

At  the  1943  rate,  about  3.2  percent  of  all  our 
saw  timber  is  being  used  up  every  year — about 
2  percent  for  lumber  (boards)  and  the  rest  for 
pulpwood  or  fuel  wood  and  other  things,  in- 
cluding loss  from  fire,  insects,  and  disease. 
If  we  didn't  grow  another  tree,  we'd  be  almost 
out  of  lumber  in  30  years. 

"Ah,  I  have  you  there.  Trees  grow  by 
themselves.  Trees  are  growing  all  the  time. 
There  are  trees  all  over  the  place.  What's  all 
the  fuss  about?" 
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1  llljjjij  do  renew  themselves.  Forests  are  a  resource  that  can  be  used 
over  and  over  again — 

IF  you  grow  trees  as  fast  as  you  cut  them.  If  you  maintain  a  good  growing 
stock  of  trees  of  all  age  classes — so  that  as  mature  trees  are  cut,  enough 
others  will  be  reaching  usable  size. 

But  if  you  cut  them  faster  than  you  grow  them,  and  especially  if  you  cut 
the  little  growing  ones,  some  fine  day  you're  going  to  find  yourself  short 
of  usable  trees.    You  will  have  killed  the  "golden  goose." 

You  see,  tree  communities  are  somewhat  like  human  communities.  You 
must  have  a  new  class  of  young  folks  graduating  from  school  each  year  to 
go  to  the  farms,  and  factories,  and  all,  as  the  older  folks  retire.  In  the 
same  way,  you  must  have  ample  growing  stock  coming  along  all  the  time 
to  keep  forests  producing  a  steady  supply  of  timber. 

Forests  can  be  made  to  renew  themselves. 

But  at  the  rate  we're  going  right  now,  we're  losing  ground  fast. 

"The  Government  should  do  something  about  this.  Doesn't  the  Govern- 
ment own  most  of  the  forests,  anyway?" 

No,  it  doesn't. 

Of  the  Nation's  commercial  forest  land  (461  million  acres)  — 

341  million  acres  are  privately  owned, 

120  million  acres  are .  Government  owned — Federal,  State,  and  com- 
munity. 

So  the  Government  owns  about  1  out  of  every  4  acres  that  are  in  com- 
mercial forests.    BUT  the  private  lands  are  almost  always  the  better  lands. 

90  percent  of  the  timber-growing  capacity  is  on  private  lands, 
and  about  90  percent  of  the  present  timber  cut  comes  from 
private  lands. 

So  this  Nation  is  primarily  dependent  on  private  lands  for  its  timber  sup- 
plies. 


A  CONSTANT   SUPPLy  FOR  THE  FUTURE 
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The  Government  forests, 
such  as  those  under  the 
United  States  Forest  Serv- 
ice, are  being  carefully 
managed  for  continuous 
production  of  large 
amounts  of  timber — this 
is  called  "sustained  yield." 
And  this  intelligent 
management  is  being  prac- 
ticed on  some  of  the  pri- 
vate lands  too. 


BUT  MOST  OF  THE  CUTTING  ON  PRIVATE 
LANDS  IS  STILL  DONE  WITHOUT  REGARD 
FOR  THE  FUTURE! 

If  this  keeps  up,  the  American  people  are  going  to  end  up  out  on  a  limb. 

Forests  are  just  too  important  to  all  the  people  to  let  anyone  misuse  them. 

If  you  are  not  one  of  the  millions  getting  his  living  directly  from  the  wood 
and  paper  and  other  things  the  forests  provide — maybe  you  are  one  of  the 
millions  helped  along  by  forest  products.  Forest  products  paid  the  third 
largest  freight  bill  before  the  war,  for  instance.  If  you're  not  a  transpor- 
tation worker,  maybe  you  work  in  one  of  the  many  other  industries  dependent 
directly  or  indirectly  on  wood.  Or  maybe  you're  one  of  the  3%  million 
farmers  who  own  woodland. 

And  even  if  you're  not  a  storekeeper  in  a  lumbering  area,  or  a  school 
teacher  in  a  mill  town — even  if  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  forest  industries — 

Wood  has  made  your  life  better  and  happier. 

You  probably  live  in  a  house  built  partly  of  wood,  and  the  paint  on  it 
included  turpentine  which  came  from  the  forest.  Your  furniture  is  made  of 
wood.  The  paper  and  magazines  you  read,  the  bag  in  which  you  carry  gro- 
ceries home,  are  made  of  wood  pulp. 

The  war  called  for  tremendous  quantities  of  wood  and  paper — for  packing 
and  crating  guns,  shells,  trucks,  medical  supplies,  food  and  many  other 
things  needed  by  our  fighting  men. 


THIS    ISN'T    VERy 
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1  UIlJjlJ  1  U  help  to  control  rivers  and  prevent  floods  and  nobody's  in 
favor  of  floods. 

Forests,  too.  are  refuges  for  elk,  deer,  and  other  wildlife  and  they  pro- 
vide recreation — camps,  picnic  grounds,  hiking  trails,  etc. — for  millions  of 
people. 

The  forests  of  our  country  can  eventually  be  made  to  supply  all  of  our 
needs  for  wood,  for  all  time  to  come.  .  .  . 


IF  SOUND  FOREST  PRACTICES  ARE  APPLIED! 

"Well,  doesn't  the  Government  have  something  to  say  about  how  timber  is 
cut  on  private  lands?" 

No;  not  under  present  laws.  But  a  lot  of  people  believe  the  time  has 
come  when  it  should  say  something. 

Here  is  the  kind  of  forest  conservation  program  your  Forest  Service  be- 
lieves is  necessary  for  getting  sound  forest  practices  applied  on  all  forest 
lands : 

The  most  important  thing  is  to  stop  destructive  cutting. 

There  are  certain  forestry  practices  that  should  be  put  into  effect  on  all 
forest  lands,  public  and  private.     For  instance: 

j^  Prohibit  stripping  large  areas  of  every  last 

Jfc       tree,  or  the  premature  or  wasteful  cutting  of 
I  ^  vigorous  young,  growing  trees. 

f      A  Reserve  a  sufficient  growing  Stock  of  trees 

ft    mi      to  keep  the  land  reasonably  productive. 

Take  precautions  against  fire  and 
diseases  and  insects  that  injure  trees, 
and  protect  the  watersheds. 

4 

Some  or  all  of  these  things  are  being  done  now  by  the  more  progressive 
owners  of  forests.  The  Federal  Government  and  the  States  should  take  steps 
to  see  that  these  standards  are  applied  to  all  forest  lands.  That  would  at 
least  stop  most  of  the  damage. 

To  help  forest  owners  meet  these  standards  and  to  encourage  even  better 
forest  management,  the  Government  should  cooperate  with  private  owners 
in  forest-fire  prevention  and  disease-and-insect  control.  It  should  conduct 
research  on  the  growth  and  uses  of  wood,  provide  more  and  easier  credit 
for  timber  owners,  and  offer  aid  in  woodland  management,  wood  use,  and 
the  formation  of  cooperative  marketing  associations.  Also,  the  States  should 
see  to  it  that  property  taxes  do  not  place  too  heavy  burdens  on  the  owners 
of  growing  trees.  These  are  only  some  of  the  ways  the  Government  would 
help  the  private  owner. 
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"WELL, 


if  the  Government  gave  timber  owners  all  this  aid,  maybe 
actual  regulation  of  timber  cutting  could  be  avoided." 

The  Government  does  aid  and  encourage  timber  owners  in  a  lot  of  ways — 
it  has  been  doing  so  for  more  than  30  years.  Many  owners  are  practicing 
excellent  forestry.  But  most  of  them  are  not,  and  time  is  running  short. 
We  can't  wait  much  longer,  or  we'll  wind  up  desperately  short  of  timber. 

"But  there  are  some  forest  lands  that  a  man  just  can't  make'^a  profit  on. 
Some  are  so  far  from  civilization  that  it  doesn't  pay  to  care  for  the  land. 
Some  are  good  tracts  that  have  been  completely  cut  over  and  ruined.  It  will 
be  years  before  new  forests  can  be  grown  on  them." 

For  most  of  these  lands,  public  purchase  and  administration  as  national, 
State,  or  community  forests  seem  to  be  a  reasonable  answer. 

The  Government  doesn't  have  to  show  an  immediate  profit,  but  the  Nation 
will  need  wood  for  coming  generations. 

In  addition,  there  is  some  land  that  is  so  important  that  public  interest 
outweighs  the  interests  of  a  single  owner.  For  instance,  special  care  of  im- 
portant watershed  lands  is  necessary  so  that  people  a  hundred  miles  away 
won't  be  flooded  out. 

It  seems  sensible  for  the  Federal  or  State  Government  to  buy  such  lands, 
too. 

You  see,  millions  of  people  are  directly  affected  by  the  way  our  forests 
are  treated. 

Suppose  you  were  a  storekeeper  in  a  lumbering  town,  and  a  forest  owner 
decided  to  cut  all  of  the  trees  on  the  land  round  about.  After  the  trees  were 
gone,  the  mill  would  close  down  and  the  lumber  workers  would  have  to 
move  on. 

And  then  your  store  would  go. 

And  when  the  trees  were  gone,  the  river  might  run  amok — and  then  your 
farm  would  go. 

And  the  forest  owner,  himself,  would  be  left  with  a  huge  tract  of  worth- 
less land  after  all  the  usable  trees  were  cut. 

Now,  if  the  owner  had  followed  the  rules  of  good  forestry,  things  would 
have  been  different.  The  forest  would  still  be  yielding  a  steady  crop  of 
valuable  products — "wooden  dollars,"  you  might  say.  And  the  storekeeper 
would  still  have  his  customers,  the  farmer  would  have  a  permanent  farm, 


and  the  worker  would  still  have  his  job.  That's  why  we're  so  sure  that  a 
really  effective  conservation  program,  like  the  one  just  outlined,  would 
be  a  real  help  to  our  system  of  private  enterprise. 

After  all,  if  you  ran  a  railroad,  or  a  radio  station,  or  a  public  utility, 
or  a  meat-packing  plant,  you  would  have  to  follow  certain  reasonable  rules 
to  stay  in  business. 

The  Government  is  saying  to  the  forest  owner:  "We  are  not  going  into 
competition  with  you,  nor  are  we  telling  you  how  or  where  or  when  to 
sell  timber,  or  when  to  cut. 

"But  we  have  found  some  proven  methods  that  have  made  a  profit  for 
other  forest  owners  and  at  the  same  time  have  protected  all  of  the  people. 
"We  are  trying  to  save  as  much  of  the  American  forests  as  we  can,  because 
so  many  Americans  need  them  so  badly." 

"Well,"  you  may  say,  "That's  a  dandy  plan.  But  why  get  excited  about 
it  now?     There  are  other  serious  problems  that  need  attention  right  now." 
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THE 


Forest  Service  is  convinced  that  we've  already  battered  the  "golden 
goose"  so  hard  there's  going  to  be  an  "egg"  shortage.  Before  long  there 
will  come  a  time  when  we'll  have  to  get  along  with  a  lot  less  wood  than  we 
have  had. 

Even  if  prompt  and  adequate  measures  are  taken  to  grow  more  timber, 
it  will  take  many  years  for  enough  new  growth  to  reach  usable  size.  And 
the  longer  we  wait,  the  costlier  and  tougher  the  job  will  be. 

There  are  "golden  eggs"  in  the  American  forests  for  all  of  us. 

We  can  go  ahead  and  kill  the  goose.  We  can  go  ahead  and  chop  down 
the  trees  with  little  thought  as  to  whether  more  will  grow,  as  we've  been 
doing  for  a  couple  of  centuries.  The  result  will  be  less  wood,  more  waste 
land,  more  floods,  more  poverty. 

Or  we  can  make  the  American  forests — your  forests — a  permanent  source 
of  golden  profits  and  pleasure  for  all  of  us. 

Which  will  it  be? 
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